


Friends of Wickford Memorial Park
Annual Report for the year ending March 31st 2026

Chairs Report:

The Friends of the Wickford Memorial Park was formed in February 2020 to care for and improve the park.
We have a committee of twelve members and have continued to work hard to enhance the park during the last year. 

We have achieved so much this year and have noticeably improved the park alongside the Basildon Council Park staff.

There are volunteering opportunities in the future:

New planting for the Stumpery
Adding extra seasonal plants to the Beacon, Mount Road and Home Front Garden
Managing the new Orchard
Painting/Weeding the Crazy Golf. 
New poppy meshes to be produced for Remembrance Sunday 2026
Further Tree and bulb planting.
Plus maintaining planted areas: War Memorial, and Reflection Garden.

We appreciate and thank the Memorial Park Café for their support with hosting our committee meetings and events.

Kim Oakes: Chair

Our Objectives: require us to: 

· help care for, improve and maintain the park, protecting the land;
· raise the profile of the park in the local community;
· improve the wellbeing of members;
· improve the habitat value of the park for wildlife;
· secure funds to improve the infrastructure of the park;
· campaign for improving the existing facilities in the park;
· work and liaise with Basildon Council for help and advice.

Our key aims: 
a) to establish our brand image;
b) to maintain the wellbeing of our volunteers 
c) to improve the park 
d) to encourage biodiversity
Review of activities and achievements: 

We continued to establish our brand  by producing three Newsletters during the year, which can be found on our updated Website:
https://friendsofwickfordmemorialpark.co.uk/category/newsletters/
More details can be found in the Newsletters, below lists the main points since the last AGM in June 2025

Our team of volunteers meets regularly, normally Wednesday and Saturday.
We have encouraged volunteers to undertake a range of activities including :


Three Walking Tours: Including a visit from the High Sheriff of Essex who awarded the Friends Group two prestigious awards.

Took part in the VE Day Parade and decorated the Beacon - May 2025

We took part in the Anglia in Bloom Event and received a Silver Gilt Award 2025

Bat Walk- Evening Event July 2025

Summer Events in the Park 2025 - working with Wickford Town Council
Remembrance Poppies Display- poppies installed for a fantastic display in November 2025
Maintenance of the Wildflower Area, Beauchamps Meadow, Reflection Garden, Home Front Garden, Mount Road Entrance and the War Memorial

Varnished the Memorial Park Cafe
Joined RHS Affiliated Membership and visit to RHS Hyde Hall- July 2025
Entered the Christmas Tree Festival at Christchurch December 2025
Extra of Bulb Planting around the park: Snowdrops, Daffodils, and tulips, mainly in the Stumpery

Planted an extra 30 Fruit/Nut Trees in the Orchard and joined the Orchard Network Group  http://www.ptes.org/
Christmas Event 2025 for the Volunteers in The Memorial Park Café.

Installed a New Stumpery in the park- groundwork took place in November 2025 Planted: 14 mature trees, 1500 snowdrops, wildflower seeds, ferns grasses and hellebores, pine trees, 80 whips trees, 2 Black Poplar trees, 4 sacks of donated pond plants, 4 Oak Hydrangeas, various donated plants

River Clearance by 2 volunteers in March 2026
The volunteer hours April 2025 – March 2026 were 1297 hours. 



 Promote, maintain and enhance the park
The Friends have promoted the Memorial Park through social media, including our Facebook Site and other Wickford Sites and Instagram, via our website through newsletters and Website articles, and our information leaflet.

We belong to the Friends Forum which is held monthly with other Friends Groups in the area to promote good practice and network with other groups.
We have produced a series of quarterly articles via the new Wickford Town News

We arrange maintenance walkabouts with the park staff and have carried out maintenance and litter picks in the park.

Our Walking Tours still prove very popular we held two during the year


Our Trustees and Volunteers 
Our committee this year consisted of 12 committee members who have met quarterly to plan activities at the park, as well as consulting with the Park staff on a regular basis;

Kim Oakes: Chair(signatory)
Marian Scott: Vice Chair
Stephen Oakes: Secretary
Derek Harrison: Committee Member (signatory)
Tracy Render: Treasurer (signatory)
Margaret Clarke: Committee Member
Janet Dunn: Committee Member
Derek Dunn: Committee Member
Geoff Whiter Committee Member
David Webb: Committee Member
Jodi Foster: Committee Member
James Evans: Committee Member

We have developed a team of volunteers and continue to welcome new members.  

Advisors
The Friends have established a strong partnership with park managers, who provide support and guidance and regular contact is maintained with Council officials and members.


Sources of Funding
The Friends have been fortunate during the year to receive grants from: 

· Co-op Wickford
· Private Donations from Volunteers
· Essex CC
· Antediluvian Buffalos
· Royal British Legion
· Essex Wildlife Trust
· Fowler, Smith and Jones Trust
· PCS Legal

We have also raised additional funding through:

· Easy Fundraising


Our bank account is held and maintained with NatWest.




