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Welcome to the Friends of Wickford Memorial Park  
Newsletter Spring 2022 

 
We are a constituted group of volunteers working with Basildon Council Parks and the 
Countryside Manager and the Parks Manager to safeguard and improve the park. 
 
Message from our Chair, Kim Oakes 
 
Welcome to our Spring 2022 Newsletter. 
As you will see there is plenty going on we are always looking for new projects to improve 
the park. 
The ‘Friends’ have been formed just over two years now and we can certainly see the 
improvements in the park. 
We are a friendly group of people and always looking forward to new volunteers joining us.  
Everyone is welcome to volunteer there is no obligation to come regularly. If you can only 
make a session once a month or so that would be a great help. Or join us on a project, for 
example, planting trees or bulbs in the Autumn it would be a great help. 
The Beauchamps site is still a work in progress. We helped plant the parkland/amenity 
section of the site. We will need a team of volunteers to help plant the Community Orchard 
in December, please watch this space! 
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Many thanks to the volunteers who have worked to make the park glorious. 
 

Group Information 
 

 Volunteers usually work in park on Wednesday and Saturday mornings. No special 
skills are needed and we are always very pleased to see new people of any age. 
Before starting work, we usually meet at our lockup in the Council compound near 
Hutton’s café. The times and dates of the work parties can be found under the Events 
tab on our Facebook page.   
 

 We have tools and hi vis for volunteers to use but we would ask that everyone wears 
suitable clothing, enclosed footwear, robust gardening gloves and be aware of hand 
hygeniene. We have a sharps container in the lockup should anyone find needles and 
we also have hand sanitiser as there have been sightings of rodents in the past.  

 

Park News 
 

Queens Jubilee and lighting the Beacon. 
 

On Thursday 2nd June the repositioned and refurbished Beacon will be lit in honour of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The Beacon is being re-erected in 
the Heroes Arboretum inside the park near the Runwell Road 
entrance.  The Council have cut back some of the bushes and 
trees nearby to make more space and there is a path nearby so 
it will be accessible to all. 

  
There will be a Lantern Parade and Beacon Lighting Event  
including music/choir and a  bagpiper so please check the 
Friends of Wickford Memorial Park facebook or web page and 

the Town Council Facebook page for more details nearer the date. Volunteers are needed 
on the 3rd and 4th May to make up lantern packs for school children and Marshals will be 
needed on the 2nd June 
 
Rettenden View Park Entrance 
 
Many of you will have seen the new entrance and 
gate and I am sure most will agree that it is a big 
improvement.  Many thanks to Basildon Council for 
doing the work and I am sure the Friends will be 
planting more bulbs  in the area to make it even more 
welcoming in next Spring.  Several dog walkers have 
mentioned that the dog poo bin nearby has been 
removed but we understand that it will be replace 
 

 

  
Dachshunds of Wickford, Essex 
 

Owners and Dachshunds meet by the main entrance at Runwell 
Road most Sundays at 10.30am to chat and walk in the park. I have 
read that Duchshunds are classified as scent hounds so I am sure 
they love being in the park with its relatively clean air and lots of 
natural smells. More details of waslk can be found on their facebook 
page 
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Wickford Memorial Park Run 
 
Park Run is back and going from strength to strength. On the 9th April 144 runners, joggers 
and walkers took part, 22 of whom where first timers. This event is very dependent on 
volunteer marshalls so if you can help out please go to their Facebook page Wickford 
Memorial Parkrun to volunteer.  
.  
Wickford ParkPlay 
 

ParkPlay is in our park every Saturday from 09.30. It is a free, organised event for parents 
and childen of all ages and abilities to have fun, play games, move 
about and make friends.  It is funded by Sport England and 
everything needed is provided free of charge.  Madi Hooper is 
Wickford Play Park leader and she works for West Ham United 
Foundation engaging young people and communities across Essex 
and East London. Madi also a qualified football coach.  You can find 
PlayPark near the Crazy Golf Course in the Wickford Memorial park 

and you can register in advance at park-play.com. We are lucky to have this in the park so if 
you have children or grandchildren why not give it a try.  
 
Defibrillator  
  
Wickford Community Projects have purchased a defibrillator for the 
park and Basildon Council have fitted it to the outside wall of 
Huttons Café.  Wickford Community Projects are also giving a grant 
to Essex Community First Aid volunteers for training and 
maintenance.  In the event of illness the code to unlock it is 
obtained by phoning 999. 
 
Biodiversity officer 
 
Earlier in  2022 Basildon Council appointed a Biodiversity Officer to work borough wide in the 
counrtryside and parks.  We are  very much looking forward to working with him to improve 
the biodiversity of the Park and to encourage more wildlife.  We are told he is very keen on 
grazing cows and sheep in the park but we are fairly sure this is a joke! 
 
Sign and Sign 

Starting on the 28th April Huttons Café will be hosting a weekly Sign and Sign events for 
babies 0 to 6th months and 6 to 16 months. 

 
 

GROUP  NEWS 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Our AGM this year is on the 25th May at 11am in Huttons Café.  Following the short business 
part of the meeting, the Basildon  Biodiversity Officer will give a talk which I am sure will be 
very interesting.  Tea and coffee will be available to buy and the event is open to all.  If you 
would like to join our committee, ask questions, find out what we spend the money on or our 
future plans please come along.  If you are unable to come to the meeting please email 
friendsofwickfordmemorialpark@hotmail.com with your questions and queries.  

 
Grants 

 
In the last few months we were fortunate enough to receive £595.88p from the Co-op.  The 
money comes from Co-op members who nominate the Friends of Wickford Memorial Park 
as their local good cause and we are  very grateful to those shoppers who do this. The money 

mailto:friendsofwickfordmemorialpark@hotmail.com
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is given without conditions so we can spend it on bulbs, smaller items and any equipment we 
need for the group on a weekly basis.   
 
We have also received a grant of £250 from Basildon, Billericay and Wickford Community 
Volunteer Services (BBW CVS) Out and About Fund.  This money is to be spent encouraging 

more people to visit the park and just enjoy being out and about so we will be organising 
more tours of the park.  Kim and Geoff lead the tours with Geoff talking about the history and 
Kim about the future projects . Many thanks to Pippa Foster in arranging the grant for us 
 

Projects in the Park 
 

Beauchamps Field 
 

In March 20 mature trees including Silver Birch, Alder, Rowen, White 
Beam, Horse Chestnut, Beech, Copper Beach, Wych Elm, Field Maple, 
Small Leaf Lime and Wild Service were planted by Volunteers and park 
staff to create what will become the Parkland Area.   
 
In coming weeks the steel weirs will be fitted to 
the shallow pond/bog area which has been 
created by enlarging a drainage ditch already in 
the field. The weirs will allow the amount of 

water draining into the pond to be managed so if the area become 
too wet the water will drain away over the top of the weir into the 
Crouch.  When this work has been completed bog plants will be 
planted on the banks to create habitat suitable for many different insects including 
dragonflies, damselflies , bees and butterflies.  
 
Mount Road Entrance 
 
In the autumn we planted lots of bulbs in the park, at Mount Road entrance and around the 
logs. The logs were left from the tree that had to be felled. 
Earlier in 2022 the park manager acquired a used tractor 
tyre for us to use as a planter. We painted and sealed this tyre 
before planting it up. I hope that those who use the entrance 
will agree that it all looks a lot better. We plan to further improve 
the area.  I know not everyone is a fan of using tyres in this way 
but the plants love it as it keeps their roots warmer in the 
winter and also stops the soil from drying out and of course, it is 
great way of recyling. The added bonus is that we don’t have to find the money to pay for a 
planter.  
 
Spring Bulbs 
 

For the first time the park was a picture this Spring when the new 
daffodil bulbs flowered.  We planted thousands of them last autumn 
and what a display they have put on. We plan to 
buy and plant more in the coming Autumn so 
look out for an even better display next year. The 
native bluebells planted in Autumn 2020 are just 

beginning to flower but they will take a few years yet to establish and 
settle.  If you see them please try not to step on them.   
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Memorial Trees 
 
The Friends group helped to plant the replacement memorial 
trees and will now care for the for the new trees until they 
become established.  We are very happy to do this because 
for various reasons in the past a few have sadly died.   Each 
tree is protected by a cage, has sturdy stakes and watering 
tube to take the water down to the root. . The area around 
each newly planted tree has been extended so we can mulch 
the trees and add some extra planting. 

 
Wildflower Garden 
 
Despite our best efforts last year the garden was overrun by Fat Hen, 
thistles and various other weeds. So this year before reseeding with 
wild flowers, the Council will treat the area with weed killer to give the 
flower seeds a chance to germinate.  The group will be weeding as 
the need arises and we will also maintain the little water source that 
was added last year to attract the wildlife. We also plan to lay a bark 
pathway to wind in amongst the wildflowers. It is lovely to see the native bluebells that we 
planted in 2020 are flowering really well this year.   
 
The War Memorial 
 

The existing hedge was badly affected by blight so the Council have removed it. The soil will 
be improved and we plan to replant the area. 
 
The Homefront Garden 

Many of the plants in the Homefront Garden 
are beginning to reappear after the winter 
and the group will continue to care for and 
improve this garden.  So many people have 
said how lovely and colourful it is now and 
how much they enjoy visiting the garden.  

The raised bed will 
soon be replanted with a variety of flowering plants in Platinum 
Jubilee colours of purple, white/silver, green, red and yellow.  

 
 
 
The Heroes Arboretum  
 

We all agreed that the Heroes Arboretum could be much more 
attractive and appealing to those who may wish to rest or think about 
those local people who had given their lives in the wars 
commemorated by the Memorial. 
 
Two of the original trees planted in this area had died and the Council 
have now replaced them and last Autumn we added a great many 
Spring bulbs to the hundreds of crocuses already planted in the area. 
The 2 refurbished benches will be fixed in amongst the trees and the 

fence between the Arboretum and the yard next door will be screened in some way.  Red 
Dogwood will be planted inside the fence around the newly positioned Beacon.  
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Tree Identification 
 
The park has some very beautiful mature trees and members of the group plan to label and 
create a photographic record of these trees. The photographs will then be added to our 
webpage. 
 
Notice board 
 

We are very aware that not everyone can or wishes to use Facebook and the internet so 
we are very keen to have a notice board somewhere near the Council compound where we 
can advertise work parties and events.  
 
Reflection Garden 
 
Creating a peaceful reflection garden where people can quitely sit has been an ambition of 
the group from the beginnning. The Council are supportive of this idea and of the design 
which includes curved benches and planting. A suitable spot in the park has been agreed  
so all we need now is the money. The plan will be properly costed and we will be applying 
for grants.    
 
Thanks go to Basildon Borough Council Park staff for their enthusiastic support, all the 
volunteers who have given their time and worked so hard on our various projects and anyone 
who has donate time, money and equipment. 
 
Thanks to Mike Bromley from www.mikebromleywebdesign.co.uk  

 
Thanks also go to those who have posted photos of the park, some of which may 
have been used in this newsletter. 
 

The mission of the Friends of Wickford Memorial Park is to: 
 

 enhance and protect the Memorial Park 

 ensure that all visitors have a pleasant experience 

 promote community spirit in Wickford  

 encourage good health and wellbeing for the volunteers. 

 ensure the park is open and accessible to all 
 

 
We have a small committee and we have lots of ideas for projects and we hope eventually 
to hold events for the public in the park.  The committee are looking at ways to finance future 
ideas and we will be looking at applying for grants and support from local organisations.  
Please let us know if you can point us in the direction of grants and funding. 

 
Email: friendsofwickfordmemorialpark@hotmail.com. 

 

:Friends of the Wickford Memorial Park 
 

Website: www.friendsofwickfordmemorialpark.co.uk 
 

If you have any comments on the contents of this newsletter please email us or post on our 
Facebook page 
 
Newsletter compiled by Marian Scott. 
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